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Summer is camp season, and volleyball camps offer an excellent chance for players who think they might want to play in 
college to showcase their talents. These camps also provide a way for players and their families to learn what it takes to be a 
college athlete and the differences between NCAA levels.

Players and their families should take advantage of every opportunity to find out more. A common question asked at these 
camps is how are scholarships administered in each NCAA division and other institutional options. Here are the basics:

 

and you will be able to go on official and unofficial visits. Per NCAA regulations, you 
will only be allowed to take five official visits to Division I schools—one per school—
prior to graduating. Since you are able to make as many unofficial visits as you wish, 
you will need to prioritize which ones will be important to you then communicate 
with coaches whether you are making an official and unofficial visit. Depending on 
the timeline you establish, plan and start organizing dates that work into your school, 
volleyball, and family’s schedule.

10. Before going on any official visits, there is a bit of advance prep work required. First, 
you will need to register for a Certification Account with the NCAA Eligibility Center 
to receive an NCAA ID number, which you’ll give to the coach of the schools you plan 
on visiting. You will also want to send the admissions office your transcript and test 
scores and have the coach add you to the Institutional Request List.

11. It is a good idea to stay up to date with any new film. The fall high school season can 
sometimes prove to be difficult time to acquire new film, and if you do get the 
opportunity to obtain some new video, let the coaches you are in communication 
with know so they can check your progress. You do not need to do this after every 
match, but it is good to get some film out once a month or so, if possible.

12. You should make sure to get help. Recruiting coordinators are generally very 
knowledgeable about and helpful with the recruiting process, and most will be able 
to help you through each step on your way to choosing the right school. Older 
athletes, who can share about their journey, can also be a great resource.

13. Recruiting can be quite a process. As long as you stay on top of everything and keep 
communication open, being recruited can be fun and enjoyable, as opposed to 
overwhelming or stressful. Take your time, do your research, visit your schools, and 
find the place that fits you; you will know when you find the right school.

14. Good luck to everyone!

The Headcount model: If there are 16 players on the team, athletic scholarship money only funds only 12 individual players. 
A fully funded program has 12 scholarships, and if a D1 school is not fully funded then they will have less “full-ride” 
scholarships and move to the equivalency model below. The full-ride scholarship will pay for almost everything at college—
tuition, fees, room and board, etc. Based on the school, there may be costs the athlete will have to pay out of pocket. The 
remaining four players on the team will be considered walk-ons, and they may still qualify for academic scholarships.

The Equivalency model: Here, funding for a total of eight scholarships is available for student-athletes in the program. The 
amount of money available per school will differ, but it all has to equal the cost of eight full-ride scholarships if they are 
fully funded. If they aren’t fully funded, then they will have less total scholarships. Coaches determine how to disburse the 
pool of scholarship dollars. Players or other funding sources have to cover the remaining costs.

The Stackable model: Student-athletes are eligible to receive both athletic scholarship and academic scholarship money. 
Players with strong academic records can often accumulate enough scholarship money from these two sources to 
significantly lower the cost of attending college.

Other College Divisions/Levels: 

The Aid to Athlete model: The  NAIA combines the athletic and academic aid an individual institution gives out, 
and all financial aid counts towards the volleyball programs equivalency. The equivalency only measures the 
student-athletes who participate on the varsity team. There are exemptions for those with a GPA higher than 3.5. 
If a student has a 3.5 GPA and in the top 25% of their class, their scholarship is considered half of a scholarship in 
equivalency. If a student has a 3.75 GPA and in the top 10% of their class their scholarship is considered fully 
exempted from counting in the team’s equivalency.

In the final analysis, deciding if and where to play college volleyball can often be very challenging. The availability 
of scholarships is an essential part of that decision, but not the only one. Choosing a college and volleyball 
program should also be based on the right competitive level for your abilities and aspirations, the academic and 
student life experiences that fit your needs, and finding a volleyball program culture that most appeals to your 
personality and values.




