
Badger Region Volleyball Association

THE BADGER BEACON
Volume 2, Issue 24

Aug. 4, 2016

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

The job of USAV................2
Coaches clinic...................3
Open Court........................3
For Junior Club Directors......3
Beach tour results..............4
High Performance.................4
Oshkosh/Kenosha leagues...5
WYVL starting.......................5
Calendar of events............6
Sportsmanship................8
IMPACT reminders.............8
Coaching coaches..............8

Questions about  
membership?  

Email membership@ 
badgervolleyball.org

USAV vs.  
Badger Region 
vs. My Club

From one of your Badger Region Board members

Beach tour takes 
over Milwaukee

The Badger Region recently 
had members fill out a survey to 
gauge the health of the Region. 

Questions were asked about 
what the difference between 
USAV and Badger Region were. 
And other questions came up 
wondering who was responsi-
ble for what (USAV or Badger 
Region or your local club).

We hope this week’s info-
graphic on Page 2 of the Badger 
Beacon helps you better under-
stand how Badger Region and all 
its partners are here to serve you.

The Badger Beacon is asking each board member to submit an article for publication  
twice per year to let members know what they envision as best practices for the organization.  

This week, the column kicks off with Vice President/Ref Chair Jim Momsen. Enjoy! 

Check out the results from USA Volleyball’s 
Junior Beach Tour National Championships on 
Page 4.

What position do you 
currently hold on the Badger 
Region Board of Directors?

I actually wear 
two hats; I serve 
on the Executive 
Committee as 
the Associate 
Commissioner/
Vice President, 
and I  serve on 
the Advisory 
Committee as the Referee Chair 
for the Region.

What do you bring to the board?
I bring a process oriented and 

analytical mindset to both of 
my roles. I also bring 25+ years 
of experience as a corporate 
consultant in the Organizational 
Change/Instructional Design 
and Development/Technical 
Training/Technical Writing 
discipline.

What do you hear from your 
constituents?

At this time, my primary 

constituents tend to be the 
Professional Referees, Line 
Judges, and Scorers, as well as 
the Junior Club work crews. 
They like the options of having 
in-person training available as 
well as the on-line training op-
tion. The Professional Referees 
really appreciate the on-court 
mentoring program that the 
Region has set up where ref-
erees are observed and given 
immediate feedback on their 
performance by highly rated 
referees from the Region.

What would you like to see 
the Region do more or less of?

I’d like to see the Region 
continue and expand the referee 
mentoring program as well as 
the highly successful Scorer 
monitor program. The Scorer 
monitor program provides men-
toring to Junior Scorers at Bad-
ger Region tournaments during 
pool play matches. I’d also like to 
see the Region work on pro-
grams to cultivate and capture 

the interest of younger players 
(6-10 year olds). Not necessarily 
from a competition standpoint, 
but from a participation and 
social standpoint. These young 
kids are our future and currently 
there is very little programming 
available for this age group.

Other important informa-
tion you feel our members 
should know about you and 
what you do.

I’m very passionate about the 
sport of volleyball. It’s a great 
sport that is still “under control”. 
The community of people in 
volleyball is wonderful. I enjoy 
the interaction with the BOD 
as we work diligently to provide 
oversight and “steer the ship” in 
the right direction for the good 
of the game.

I’m also very passionate about 
human performance improve-
ment and working to help people 
be the best that they can be.

I’ve found my “dream job” 
within the Badger Region.
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One big volleyball family
Playing for your local volleyball club makes you a part of a MUCH, MUCH bigger network  

of volleyball players, coaches, directors, officials and more. Take a look of how we’re all connected:

Junior/Adult Clubs Officials Tournament 
Directors 

Badger Region Volleyball Association

USA Volleyball (USAV) is the National Governing Body (NGB) for the sport of volleyball in the United States 
and is recognized as such by the Federation International de Volleyball (FIVB) and the United States Olympic 
Committee (USOC). The vision of USA Volleyball is to be acknowledged as the world leader in volleyball. USA 
Volleyball uses its 40 regions (like the Badger Region) to help implement its vision to players, coaches, sitting 
athletes, officials and other administrators of the sport.

USA Volleyball operates girls, boys, adult, High Performance and beach nationals to accommodate athletes of 
all ages and ability levels. It is also the source of numerous education resources such as IMPACT, CAP, SafeSport 
and officials training that is filtered down to the various member regions.

USAV is a separate organization from both the Junior Volleyball Association (JVA) and the Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU). However, many (not all) of the athletes/coaches in JVA and AAU are also members of USAV.

USA Volleyball also oversees the teams that compete at the Olympics (men’s, women’s, sitting, beach).

Badger Region Volleyball Association is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to providing a high-quality 
volleyball experience to its members. As seen in last week’s Badger Beacon newsletter, the Badger Region is made up of a 
Board of Directors elected by its members, five staff members and numerous advisory board members. The Board votes on 
and enforces the policies enacted by USA Volleyball and those unique to the Badger Region.

The Badger Region staff works to develop programming to enhance the experience of the junior clubs, adult clubs,  offi-
cials, tournament directors and other members that the Region serves. The Badger Region staff works as a liaison between 
the various members and USA Volleyball, helping with registration (via Webpoint) and education (for coaches, players and 
officials). It also looks for opportunities to assist in the growth of the sport, especially among under-served groups.

The Badger Region also operates its own High Performance team (that competes against National High Perfor-
mance teams) and its own Premier Volleyball League (PVL) team that competes at the Adult Championships.

In the 2015-16 season, there were over 150 junior clubs registered 
in the state of Wisconsin (with about 20 of them being satellites of 
another club already established somewhere in the Badger Region) 
and about 20 adult volleyball clubs.

Each club is its own entity or business — many of which are 
non-profit organizations or other recognized IRS group. Philoso-
phies on coaching, playing time, tournaments attended and costs 
to participate in a club are set at the club level.

The various clubs throughout the state are required to have 
IMPACT certified coaches with current background screenings, 
SafeSport trained coaches and have all athletes prepared to score-
keep, linejudge and officiate matches if needed.

Directors work with tournament directors to relay schedules and 
other tournament information (i.e. costs, parking, concessions, etc.) 

Costs for jerseys, tryouts, travel and such are often determined 
by a club’s board of directors, president or other administrators set 
up by the organization. Clubs must file the correct paperwork with 
Badger Region to be a region-recognized group.

With an athlete or coaching membership in Badger Region, you 
get full access to all the great resources mentioned on this page.

Every official at a Badger Re-
gion-sanctioned tournament must be 
a member of USA Volleyball and have 
a current background screening. 

Officials work closely with tourna-
ment directors and coaches to ensure 
that events run smoothly in accor-
dance with the rules published in the 
Domestic Competition Regulations, the 
rulebook established by USA Volleyball.

Officials are assigned by the Re-
gion’s Officials Assignor (Larry Schoe-
nick) and work with the Officials 
Chair (Jim Momsen) and Officials 
Rating/Training Chair (Julie Voeck) 
to get the proper training to ref the 
tournaments in the Badger Region. 

There are multiple levels of officials 
within each Region, ranging from Pro-
visional all the way up to International.

Tournament directors orga-
nize, market and facilitate events 
throughout the state. To be a 
recognized Badger Region-sanc-
tioned event, the director must 
ensure the tournament operates 
according to Badger Region 
tournament guidelines (see our 
website). Tournament directors 
must be members of the Region 
and have background screenings 
to perform their duties. 

Tournament directors report 
to the Badger Region Tourna-
ment Director (Terry Paulson) 
with results, problems and 
highlights from their respective 
competitions. 

USA Volleyball
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Boys coaches clinic Aug. 13 in Milwaukee

Jr. club director 
meeting Aug. 14

Free volleyball 
events Aug. 27

The third annual boys coaches clinic will 
take place at 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 13, at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School in Milwau-
kee.

(Register for the clinic by 
going to www.badgervolley-
ball.org.)

This year, the clinic is 
being offered prior to the 
boys high school season in an 
effort to reach out to WIAA 
coaches preparing for the fall 
seasons, which begin on Aug. 
22. In previous years, the 
event was hosted in Novem-
ber, the week before club tryouts.

Presenters this year are three of the biggest 
names in the men’s collegiate game:

* Mark Hulse (Head Coach at Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago)

* Kris Berzins (Associate Head Coach at 
Loyola University Chicago)

* Matt McCarthy (Associate Head Coach at 
Lewis University)

Hulse and Berzins have 
helped guide Loyola to two 
NCAA titles, three Final Four 
appearances and three MIVA 
Championships. In April of 
2014, Hulse was named the 
American Volleyball Coaches 
Association (AVCA) Assis-
tant Coach of the Year and 
was a 30-Under-30 Award 
winner. He also has worked 

with the Youth National Team Training 
Program in multiple capacities. Berzins was 
named to the 30-Under-30 list in 2015 and 
has been an assistant coach with the Boys 
Youth National Team for the past few years.

McCarthy was named to the AVCA 
30-Under-30 list in 2013 in named the AVCA 
Assistant Coach of the Year in 2015 and 
helped the team to three Final Four Appear-

ances, finishing as runner-up 
in 2015.

Topics for discussion will 
be pulled from questions 
sent in by those who register 
for the event.

To participate in the 
clinic, attendees must have a 
USAV membership. If they 
do not have a current mem-
bership, a one-day member-

ship can be purchased online (credit card) or 
on site (cash or check only). 

The clinic is being put on thanks to a grant 
the region received earlier this year from 
USA Volleyball.

Who doesn’t want to try volleyball for free? 
Following the Olympics, USA Volleyball regions, 
clubs and affiliates across the country will be 
letting people try just that! The initiative will be 
Saturday, Aug. 27, in gyms, schools and courts 
around the country. Want to know more about 
Open Court? Follow along:

Open Court is a USA Volleyball promotion 
developed to take advantage of the Olympic 
momentum from our successful athletes and the 
Gold Map program. 

While Gold Map is a “find a place to play” 
initiative, Open Court is a one-day “try volleyball 
for free” promotion aimed to drive potential play-
ers to grassroots programs and facilities. This is a 
first-time program for USA Volleyball, but other 
National Governing Bodies have successfully 
turned Olympic-based growth programs like 
Open Court into an annual event that drives new 
athletes to the sport. USA Hockey conducts two 
“TryHockeyForFree.com” events a year, attract-
ing thousands of kids to the rinks with incredible 
retention rates over the years.

A handful of clubs and facilities are starting to 
get on board for the Badger Region’s Open Court 
initiative. Click on the links below for details 
about the club/facilities/locations:

* Eau Claire: UW-Eau Claire McPhee Center, 
509 University Drive, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

* Madison: Madison Turners, 3001 S. Stough-
ton Road, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

* Oak Creek: Oak Creek High School, 340 E. 

Puetz Road, 5 to 7 p.m. (Hosted by the boys and 
girls high school teams at Oak Creek). Click here 
to register for this location.

* Sheboygan: Sheboygan North High School, 
1042 School Ave. 10 a.m. to noon

* Waukesha: Waukesha North High School, 
2222 Michigan Ave., Noon to 3 p.m.

* Wauwatosa: St. Joseph School, 12130 W. 
Center St., 2 to 4 p.m. 

If you played club volleyball (in any Region) 
during the 2015-16 season, you already have a 
membership and don’t need to sign any waivers 
for the Aug. 27 events. For those who did not 
play or coach during the 2015-16 club season, 
click here to be directed to the Open Court mem-
bership registration.

Can my facility/club/school host an open court 
location? Yes, it can! Contact Brian Sharkey at the 
Badger Region office at brian@badgervolleyball.
org or call 262-349-9785.

The 2016-2017 Junior Club 
Director meeting will be held on 
Sunday, August 14, 2016.

The location of the meeting 
with be the Country Springs Ho-
tel & Water Park located at 2810 
Golf Road in Pewaukee. Registra-
tion will begin at 7:30 a.m.

Even if you are not able to at-
tend, please fill out a registration 
form to let us know that your 
club cannot be in attendance.

Agenda items include:
* Badger Region Championships
* Badger Region Qualifiers
* SafeSport
* Badger Region Survey
* Sitting Volleyball
* Coaches Coaching Coaches
* Enthusiastic, Supportive, 

Positive sportsmanship program
* Tournament director meeting 

(for tournament directors)
* New club director meeting (for 

those in their first or second year)
If you have a topic you would 

like to see discussed, contact Jen 
Armson-Dyer at jarmsondyer@
badgervolleyball.org.

Don’t worry, Packers fans. 
Green Bay has a night game that 
day. The meeting will be over 
before then.

Mark Hulse Kris Berzins Matt McCarthy
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The Boys 
National Youth 
team that 
represented 
the Badger 
Region was led 
by coaches LJ 
Marx (Car-
thage), Mike 
Ziegler (Cap-
ital Volleyball 
Academy) and 
Ryan Thomp-
son (Milwaukee 
Sting/Badger 
Region staff).

The Girls Nation-
al Select Team, 

above, and the Girls 
International Youth 

teams both only 
finished with two 

losses each at the 
2016 High Perfor-

mance Champion-
ships in Florida.

Junior Beach Tour highlights MKE
Number of teams: 425. Number of courts: 54
Number of memories: Countless.
USA Volleyball’s Junior Beach Tour National 

Championships were at Bradford Beach July 
22-24, and despite some bad weather, were able 
to highlight the awesome lakefront Milwaukee 
has to offer.

Numerous winners were crowned ranging 
from 12 to 18 years old in both boys and girls 
divisions. 

Participation in the Championships was contin-
gent on teams finishing in the top three in one of 
the 70+ Tour stops in 2016. The Club division was 
available to all players wanting to get experience 
playing in the National Championships. 

Check out the full results at www.badgervol-
leyball.org.

The Girls National Select team took third place at the High Perfor-
mance Championships held in late July down in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The 
team picked up seven wins on only two losses in route to bringing home 
the bronze medal. Meanwhile, the Boys National Youth team finished in 
second place in the Silver Bracket, finishing with a final record of 4-4 in a 

very tough pool. The Girls International Youth team finished with a 5-2 
record in pool play, but due to tiebreakers took fourth place in the pool. 
That unlucky finish put the girls in a match where they won seventh place 
in their final match of the year. Great job, athletes and coaches! Thanks 
for a great year.

Above, Ringo, 
Nancy, Terry and 

Tim have some 
fun at the Junior 
Beach Tour Na-
tional Champi-

onships.

Athletes represent Badger Region at HP Championships



The Badger Region is 
working with former Bad-
ger Region member and 
PVL athlete Heidi Pfeiffer 
to spread the word about 
outdoor tournaments for 
adults and youths across 
the country. 

Check out the tool we 
helped create at www.
volleyfinder.com.

In the meantime, check 
out these events taking 
place in Wisconsin this 
summer:

* Aug. 6: Midwest 
Championships in Mil-
waukee. Register through 
Wisconsin Juniors.

* Aug. 6: Cut Shot Clas-
sic III (Green Bay). 

* Aug. 9: Tournament of 
Champions (14-and-under). 
RecPlex in Pleasant Prairie. 

* Aug. 10: Tourna-
ment of Champions 
(14-and-under). RecPlex 
in Pleasant Prairie. 

* Aug. 13: Junior Boys 
Triples and Junior Girls 
Triples (Grass). Hart Park. 
Wauwatosa. 

* Aug. 20: Junior Boys 
Triples and Junior Girls 
Triples (Grass). Alcott 
Park. Milwaukee. 
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Center Court Sports Complex in Wauke-
sha and the Badger Region Volleyball 
Association are celebrating the seventh 
year of existence of the Wisconsin Youth Vol-
leyball League (WYVL).  

The mission, right from the beginning has  
been to advance the sport of youth vol-
leyball in the State of Wisconsin 
and in so doing advancing the area high  
schools with a strong feeder program. 

Young players benefit by hav-
ing fun learning fundamental skills while  
playing in a structured competi-
tive environment that helps to pro-
mote the high school programs that are  
involved.  The WYVL offers divi-
sions for both boys and girls in grades 5 

through 8. 
Organizers recommend teams who partici-

pate in the WYVL be a “sign-up” team rather 
than a “tryout” team to foster maximum 
participation and development.

League play will be on Saturdays and 
Sunday at Center Court in September and 
October. Each “league” will be broken down 
into grade level. For example, fifth grade 
plays against fifth grade and sixth grade plays 
against sixth grade and so on. For the 2016 
season, both “A” and “B” divisions will be 
offered at the 6th, 7th and 8th grade levels. 
There will be only one division for the 5th-
grade level. 

Organizers hope to offer boys divisions at 
the 5th/6th and the 7th/8th grade levels. 

Since this is meant to be a learning expe-
rience, organizers are looking for parents to 
help coach and manage teams. In so doing, 
high school coaches can then solely con-
centrate on their own high school programs 
during the WYVL seasons.

Badger Region will once again be offering 
free USAV IMPACT Coaching Certification 
in August to all WYVL coaches.

Have questions about the league? Contact 
Tom Jurczyk at Center Court via phone at 262-
548-3838 or tom@centercourtwis.com.

Have questions about getting a membership 
for the league? Contact Sara Voigt in the Bad-
ger Region office at 262-349-9785 or at sara@
badgervolleyball.org.

WYVL season approaching; registration now available

Beach, grass 
events to 
check out

Boys leagues in Kenosha, Oshkosh
The Badger Region is partnering 

with two men’s volleyball power-
houses to help grow boys volley-
ball in the state of Wisconsin.

Carthage College (NCAA Div. 
III) and the University of  Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh (NCVF Div. I) men’s 
volleyball teams are working with 
the Badger Region for this unique 
opportunity to get more boys play-
ing volleyball at the middle school 
level. 

The Badger Region sees this as 
a great opportunity because the 
Kenosha and Oshkosh areas do 
not have middle school volleyball, 
and in Oshkosh there is no high 
school volleyball. 

However both cities are home to 
two of the best NCAA Div. III and 
College Club teams, respectively, 
in the country.

Both leagues that are being 
organized for this fall offer one 
hour of instruction, in addition to 
a minimum of two games played 
each night of the league. 

Players and staff from Carthage 
and UW-Oshkosh men’s volleyball 
team will serve as instructors, 
coaches and officials for each of 
the dates.

All participants must have a 
Badger Region/USA Volleyball 
membership to participate. These 
memberships are only $15 and 
can be found at www.badger-
volleyball.org and then click on 
“membership.” Please sign up for 

a “summer membership” for this 
opportunity. The $15 membership 
is the ONLY cost for players or 
families for this league.

If players already have a USA 
Volleyball membership from 
playing club volleyball through-
out the 2015-16 season, they do 
not need to purchase a separate 
membership.

This year, the UW-Oshkosh 
League will run 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Sept. 18, Sept. 25, Oct. 2 and Oct. 
9 in the Kolf Center at UW-Osh-
kosh.

The Carthage College League 
will be from 6 to 8 p.m. on Sept. 
18, Sept. 25, Oct. 2 and Oct. 9 at 
the Tarble Athletic Center, 2001 
Alford Park Drive, Kenosha.

Space is limited to the first 
60 athletes who sign up for the 

league.
Participants can go to the home 

page of Badger Region (www.bad-
gervolleyball.org) to register for 
either the Carthage  or Oshkosh 
leagues. In addition to filling out 
the online middle school league 
sign up forms, participants should 
also make sure they have a mem-
bership while on the site.

Funding for these leagues is 
thanks to a grant the Badger 
Region Volleyball Association 
received from USA Volleyball at 
the start of 2016.

Last year, close to 60 boys par-
ticipated in the first-ever league at 
Carthage College.

Have questions? Contact Brian 
Sharkey at brian@badgervolley-
ball.org or call the Badger Region 
office at 262-349-9785.

Carthage coach LJ Marx offers instruction at the 2015 Carthage Middle 
School League in Kenosha.



Aug. 7:  IMPACT training session for coaches in the Wisconsin Youth Volleyball League at 2 p.m. at 
Center Court.

Aug. 13: Boys Coaches Clinic at Wisconsin Lutheran High School starting at 10 a.m. Register at www.
badgervolleyball.org. (See the story on Page 3.)

Aug. 14: Junior Club Director Meeting 
at the Country Springs Hotel starting at 
8 a.m. in Pewaukee, Wis.

Aug. 15: First day of tryouts for high 
school girls at their respective academ-
ic institutions, per WIAA rules.

Aug. 22: First day of tryouts for high 
school boys at their respective aca-
demic institutions, per WIAA rules.

Sept. 18: Start of middle school boys 
leagues at UW-Oshkosh in Oshkosh, 
Wis., and Carthage College in Keno-
sha, Wis. Sign up at www.badgervolleyball.org.

Oct. 1: First day clubs can hold tryouts for Girls 14-and-under in the Badger Region.

Nov. 12: First day clubs can hold tryouts for Girls 15-and-over in the Badger Region

Nov. 18: First day clubs can hold tryouts for Boys 14-and-under in the Badger Region.

Nov. 19: First day clubs can hold tryouts for Boys 15-and-over in the Badger Region.
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Badger Region  
Volleyball Association
2831 N. Grandview Blvd.
Suite 221
Pewaukee, WI 53072

Staff
Jennifer Armson-Dyer
Director of Operations
jen@badgervolleyball.org
414-507-1124

Terry Paulson
Tournament Director
tpaulson@badgervolleyball.org
414-588-2665

Brian Sharkey
Program Director
brian@badgervolleyball.org
414-313-9055 (cell)
262-349-9785 (office)

Ryan Thompson
Operations Manager
ryan@badgervolleyball.org
414-303-5624 (cell)
262-349-9785 (office)

Sara Voigt
Program Specialist
sara@badgervolleyball.org
262-349-9785 (office)

Fax: 262-349-9971

More online:
www.badgervolleyball.org

Twitter:  
@BadgerRegionVB

Facebook:
BadgerRegionVolleyball

The Badger Region Volleyball  
Association promotes initiatives 
for safe, structured and fun  
life-long volleyball experiences!

If you (or you or your organization) 
would like to advertise in a  
future Badger Beacon, contact 
Brian Sharkey at the phone  
number or email address above.

Badger Region Volleyball Association

Calendar of events

Have a great story idea or person you want featured in the Badger Beacon?  
Email Brian Sharkey at brian@badgervolleyball.org.

The Boys 14-and-under Open Division Champions from the 
Junior Beach Tour are shown.

USA Volleyball’s Junior Beach Tour National Championships crowned winners in numerous divisions at 
Bradford Beach in Milwaukee on July 24.



• ALL-SKILLS + GAME PLAY CAMPS
• SPECIALTY SKILLS CAMPS
• VOLLEYKIDZ K-4TH GRADE
• HIGH SCHOOL PREP CAMP
• BEACH CLUB VOLLEYBALL
• WIJRS BOYS CAMP

LOOKING FOR CAMPS TO ENHANCE YOUR SKILLS? 
Whether you are just starting the game or you are an avid player 
looking to finesse your skills, and train—we have the camp for you 
with highly successful coaches who can help develop your talent. 

SU
M

M
ER

 C
A

M
PS

Wisconsin Juniors Volleyball
www.wisconsinjuniors.com

BE
AC

H 
C

LU
B TAKE YOUR GAME TO THE BEACH. 

Join Wisconsin Juniors Beach Club Volleyball and learn, 
practice and compete in a summer-long season of local 
tournaments with either 2 or 4 players.      GET MORE INFO  

TAKE YOUR GAME TO THE BEACH. 

GET MORE INFO

www.wisconsinjuniors.com



New program gives 
coaches more training

Refreshers from IMPACT:  
Six myths about coaching “The best way to learn is through a good 

mentor.”

Over the next few years, the Badger Region 
will help deliver information to coaching men-
tors throughout the region, to help the next 
generation of coaches get better, faster. We 
want to help place our experienced coaches in 
a position to share their knowledge, see new 
coaches in action, and guide coaches toward 
proven methods.

The region has five FREE mentor-training 
clinics to give away. At each two-hour clinic, 
all club coaches participate, while three 
coaches are trained to be mentors by an Ad-
visor Coach. We have done a good portion 
of the work for the new mentors. 

Mentor information comes from the latest 
High Performance clinics, and other USA 
Volleyball Education resources that are hard to 
attend in person.

Contact BJ LeRoy (4bjleroy@gmail.com) or 
the Badger Region Office for more informa-
tion. For the full 3C website being started by 
the Region, go to: http://badgervolleyball.org/
coaches-coaching-coaches/

Fans: Wear your sportsmanship with pride
“I love to watch you play.”
They’re the six most important 

words you can tell your son or 
daughter about the sports they 
play. It sends the whole message: 
Enthusiastic, Supportive, Positive.

And to help spread these good 
words, the Badger Region Vol-
leyball Association has come up 
with a way of rewarding fans who 
elicit the true meaning of having 
sportsmanship in the stands.

You may see wristbands around 
our region with the ESP program’s 
message (Enthusiastic, Supportive, 
Positive). We have one for you, if 
you can live by these three words as 
you cheer for teams, coaches and 
officials in our region. 

As a matter of fact, we have two of 
them for you; one for your wrist, and 
one to give away when you catch a 
different team’s fan using ESP. In 
fact give them both away, we will 
get you another one. Or two.

How does this work?

A handful of tournament 
directors from the Badger Region 
have requested a specific number 
of wristbands the Region has 
on hand to give out (it’s a finite 
number here, people, not enough 
for every parent or fan).

They will hand out the wrist-
bands at their tournaments to the 
parents and fans they see mod-
eling themselves in an “Enthu-
siastic, Supportive and Positive” 
manner.

They will receive two wrist-
bands, one for themselves and 

one for some that parent or fan 
deems worthy of ESP wristband.

People who show up to the 
Badger Region Championships 
wearing the ESP wristband will 
receive a special gift for being 
a positive role model for the 
young athletes in the gym.

Just don’t make us have to take 
the wristband away from you. 
That would be embarrassing.

These wristbands are for 
fans, not players. Let’s take our 
cheering and our region up a 
few notches:

* Get a little crazy.
* Go the extra mile.
* Support your team with posi-

tive cheering.
* Recognize the good in your 

teams and others.
* Get way off the chain and 

clap when the other team makes 
a great play.

* We need good opponents to 
get better. Be that good opponent.

Put away the in-your-face 
cheers, actions and yelling, 
and hold others to the same 
standard.

For more information about 
the program, contact Badger 
Region Volleyball Associa-
tion Board Member BJ LeRoy 
(Northeast Rep/Adult Rep) at 
4bjleroy@gmail.com.

Club directors can contact 
Brian Sharkey (brian@badger-
volleyball.org) to request a few of 
the remaining wristbands for the 
2015-16 season.

By BJ LeRoy
Badger Region Board Member

Here are six myths about coaching 
from the IMPACT manual. Do any of 
these seem true to you?

• If you have played the game, you 
are a good coach

• If you have played the game, you 
are a better coach than those who hav-
en’t played

• If you have coached for many years, 
you are a good coach

• The best trained coaches are need-
ed more at the elite levels rather than 
the beginning levels

• Volunteer coaches cannot be fired
• Volunteer coaches should not be 

held to the same standards or expecta-
tions as paid coaches

Remember these are myths, not nec-
essarily true. It may help to have played 
before; John Dunning at Stanford is do-
ing pretty well without having a playing 

career to fall back on.
Coaching a certain number of years 

doesn’t make you a great coach. Karch 
is doing pretty well with only 10 years 
of experience. And certainly, volun-
teers are just as important as their paid 
colleagues.

The best ways to get better at coach-
ing are to continue to learn, and to 
find a good mentor who can help you 
discuss if your methods are sound. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about mentoring, check into the 
region’s Coaches Coaching Coaches 
program, see the story at the top of this 
page or go to www.badgervolleyball.
org.

To learn more about IMPACT or 
to sign up for a Coaches Coaching 
Coaches session, contact BJ LeRoy at 
4bjleroy@gmail.com.
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